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Think 
Bigger

Now that the confetti has 
settled and the champagne 
headache has dwindled, you 
might be thinking about 
your New Year’s resolution.

Going to get fit? Learn 
Mandarin? Train your miniature 
golden doodle to finally do his 
doodling outside instead of on 
your new carpet?

“My �tua�on is different.“
“That’s not practical.“

612-816-6007 
or visit owlbookkeepingandcfo.com

Do we have you convinced?
Good. Now it’s time to get started. There’s no time like the present, 
especially at the beginning of a fresh, new year.

If you’re not sure where to begin, we highly recommend that you take the 
time to solicit objective, third party advice. Speak with someone whose 
accomplishments you admire. Find out what she wishes she knew when 
she started.

Ideally, speak with a few people to get a variety of perspectives. You don’t 
have to tell them about your island dreams. Just say you’re thinking about 
next steps.

Next — and this is critical — set up a meeting with a financial expert 
who can help you establish smaller goals on your path to that island. 
Perhaps, most importantly, consult a CFO or other business expert to find 
out if your current occupation/company is the best vehicle to get you 
where you want to go. If not, it’s time for a change. Even if you are in the 
right vehicle, you’ll still likely need help steering it in the right direction.

And finally, invite us over for 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on your island. (No, seriously. 
We want to come.)

Let us know if we can help. 
Give us a call.

OWL BELIEVES TWO THINGS ABOUT SMALL BUSINESS MONEY: > It should be stable and secure.  > There should be more of it.

Seriously. What’s really holding you back? 
Capital? I’m not sure what Branson was 
charging for those vinyls, but we’re 
guessing it wasn’t $10K each.

Maybe you don’t think you’re worthy of 
the big time. Too often, entrepreneurs 
feel the need to downplay ambition and 
apologize for success. We think that’s a 
bunch of baloney. As long as you are 
able to attain success honestly and 
without taking advantage of others, why 
shouldn’t you aim for the private island?

what’s holding you back?

“Branson got lucky.“

Most people don’t think about 
resolutions for their businesses. 
And, if pressed, they usually say 
something like: “Exceed last 
year’s revenue and gross 
margin,“ or “Improve cash flow.“

Those are both worthy goals, 
but is that all there is? Slowly 
inching ahead?

Virgin Group Chairman Richard 
Branson once said:

My interest in life comes 
from setting myself huge, 
apparently unachievable 
challenges and trying to 
rise above them.
Given that Branson started out by 
selling vinyl records on the street 

What about your resolution for your business?

and is now worth about $4.6 
billion dollars, was knighted by 
Prince Charles, owns a private 
island, and is currently planning a 
journey into space, we’d say that 
he walks the walk.

Branson thinks big. Really, 
really big.

He wouldn’t worry about where a 
golden doodle does his doodling. 
He’d probably be busy breeding 
a new kind of dog that can flush 
the toilet and wash its own paws.

Obviously, Branson is one of the 
world’s greatest self-made 
success stories. It’s easy to 
distance ourselves from him, 
painting him as a blazing 
exception to the unspoken rules 
that the rest of us convince 
ourselves that we are bound by.

What about your resolution for your business?

But that’s just it. There aren’t rules. (Okay, there are some laws, but 
that’s beside the point.) Most of us mortals have just succumbed to 
theoretical limitations because we don’t think big enough.

Why should Branson’s situation be one-of-a-kind? Why 
can’t the rest of us learn from him and step up our game?

We don’t mean to impose a narrow definition 
of success on everyone. Perhaps you’re 

delighted with where you are. That’s fantastic. 
Keep doing what you’re doing. But what if 

you’ve always felt the itch to go bigger?
What if, deep down, you sense that you 

have the potential to own your own 
island and join Sir Richard in space?

My �tua�on is different.““Branson got lucky.“
Break through the roadblocks


